
 
 

 

Coach James Shiver grew up in the small town of Church point where football was life and 

peewee football started in 2nd grade. Even at a young age, Catholic Education was important to 

Coach Shiver as he attended Our Mother of Peace Elementary until completion. Coach Shiver 

then journeyed to Saint Edmund High School and became a member of the graduating class of 

1994. One of his most found memories while attending St. Edmund was helping build the Bluejay 

football field between his Junior and Senior year. Coach Shiver vividly remembers winning the 

first game the team ever played on that field — a 48-6 shellacking of rival Sacred Heart of 

Ville Platte.  

 

 Upon Completion of High school, Coach Shiver played football at the University of 

Southwestern Louisiana – USL (presently the University of Louisiana Lafayette), where he is 

still an active member in the Gridiron Alumni Association. Following his years in college, his 

continued passion for football led him to joining the Arena Football League (AFL) and winning a 

World Championship in 1998 with the Louisiana Bayou Beasts.  

 



 Coach Shiver’s began his career in coaching in 2001 as the Offensive Coordinator for the 

Lake Charles LandSharks with the Indoor Football League (IFL). At the conclusion of his 4 year 

tenure coaching the LandSharks, he proudly celebrated with the team in accomplishing a 49-12 

record and 2 trips to the conference championship. In 2005, Coach Shiver was then introduced 

as Head Coach for the Montgomery, Alabama Maulers and after many years of hard work and 

dedication to the sport of football, he received recognition when he was awarded the title 

Coach of the Year during his first season. He then proceeded to guide the Maulers to the Semi-

Finals as head coach.  

 

 In 2006 Coach Shiver returned home to raise his children, but he did not leave football 

behind. Coach Shiver began his next journey in football as an assistant coach for Sacred Heart 

in Ville Platte, helping guide the Trojans to an 8-1 season and a trip to the second round of the 

playoffs. Following his success at Sacred Heart, he was then presented with the opportunity to 

help in building a football program at Pine Prairie High School and jumped at the opportunity.  It 

was there that he served as Offensive Coordinator, followed by Head Coach, to their growing 

program. He proudly recognizes his teams and still holding the offensive records to this day.  

 

 In 2013, Coach Shiver returned to college and received a Master’s Degree in Special 

Education from Louisiana College. Inspired by his success on the football field and desiring to 

expand his talent working with the youth in the community, Coach Shiver applied his degree and 

moved into the classroom where he not only became a teacher, but also a mentor to many at 

Evangeline Central Alternative School.  However, he did not close the chapter on football just 

yet.  Over the past several years, Coach Shiver assisted the football programs at both Ville 

Platte High School and Mamou High School. 

 

  

 Now blessed with the opportunity to return home to his Alma Matter, Coach Shiver feels 

he has been given the greatest honor in all of his coaching career.  When asked why he has 

decided to return to St. Ed’s, he proudly replies, “When they call you to come home, you don’t 

ask questions you just go home. It’s my team and they are calling my number. I except the 

responsibility and I will give it all I have.” 

 

 Coach Shiver is married to Virginia Coreil Shiver, who is presently an educator at Ville 

Platte High School following many years of practicing law as an attorney. He is the proud father 

of 4 children, Sydney Shiver, Brianna Shiver, Ava Shiver, Kali Shiver, and the proud step-father 

of 2 children, Anna Drago and Nicolas Drago. Coach Shiver believes that his family is his 

backbone and acknowledges that it is only with their complete support he has been allowed to 

live his dream of serving as the head coach of his Alma Matter. “The Sacrifices they make will 

never be over-looked.  I look forward to experiencing this amazing journey with them by my 

side.” 

 


